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Sir Harry Burns graduated in medicine from Glasgow University in 1974. He
trained in surgery in Glasgow and was appointed as a Consultant Surgeon in the
University Department of Surgery at the Royal Infirmary in Glasgow in 1984.
Working with patients in the east end of Glasgow gave him an insight into the
complex inter-relationships between social and economic status and illness. He
completed a Masters Degree in Public Health in 1990 and shortly afterwards was
appointed Medical Director of The Royal Infirmary.
In 1994, he became Director of Public Health for Greater Glasgow Health Board,
a position he occupied until 2005. During his time with Greater Glasgow Health
Board, he continued research into the problems of social determinants of health
and in 2005, he became Chief Medical Officer for Scotland. In this role, his
responsibilities included aspects of public health policy, health protection and, for
a time, sport.
He was Knighted in 2011. In April 2014 he became Professor of Global Public
Health at Strathclyde University where he continues his interest in understanding
how societies create wellness. In addition to his University work, Sir Harry is
Chair of the Wheatley Foundation, the charitable trust of the Wheatley Group
which supports people in the Wheatley community who may be disadvantaged or
vulnerable; he is a Board member of Diabetes UK and of Spirit of 2012, the
London 2012 legacy charity, a Trustee of the STV Children’s Appeal Board and a
Governor of St Aloysius College.
In 2014, the First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, presented him a lifetime
achievement award from the Scottish Government and the Scottish Parliament
for Public Service. In September 2016, the Scottish Government announced that
he would chair an independent review of targets in Scotland's NHS. The Report
was published in November 2017.

